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patient was confined to bed by the condition of his heart
which was dilated and irregular in action. M. Labey is to be
congratulated on this remarkable success, but M. Mosny has
gone too far in claiming this as the first successful case. In
1909 Dr. J. B. Murphy, of Chicago, in another case of

mitral stenosis successfully removed an embolus from the
common iliac artery, restoring the circulation.1 This was

a very daring operation in which it was necessary
to catheterise the abdominal aorta and remove clot

from it. The patient did not come under treatment

until four days after an embolus was arrested at the

bifurcation of the aorta ; the limb was undergoing dry
gangrene, and a line of demarcation had formed four inches
below Poupart’s ligament. Such complete success as in the
preceding case was therefore impossible. Pulsation returned

throughout the femoral artery, and amputation was per-
formed at a lower level than would otherwise have been

possible. Another and simpler method of treating arterial
embolism has been used with success by French practi-
tioners. It consists in breaking up the clot by massage
(etrsczre) into small particles which are carried by the
circulation to smaller arteries where a collateral circulation
can be established, and they are no longer a source of danger.
We reported a case of femoral embolism from mitral disease
in which this was successfully done by M. Paul Claisse.2
It is curious that this eminently rational and simple pro-
cedure has been overlooked, and the same treatment for

arterial as for venous obstruction-rest-is recommended in
the text-books. But this treatment could not have been

adopted in the case now reported, because for success it

must be adopted immediately after the embolism occurs.

FEBRUARY AT HOME AND ABROAD.

THE intense cold early in the month occurred when the
barometer was low, a circumstance not usual in this country.
Very severe frost sometimes happens with a low barometer,
but it is generally quite transient, rarely continuing for more
than 24 hours. But in the present case, although the glass
was low, the pressure distribution was favourable for winds
from some point between north and east, and the cold was,
to a large extent, brought to these islands by the flow of air
from those quarters. No sooner did the relative positions of
the highest and lowest barometric pressure areas allow the
air to flow from the south-east and south than the tempera-
ture rose rapidly to above freezing point, and as throughout
the remainder of the month there was a continuous flow of
air from between south and south-west the thermometer

remained very high for the time of year, with the result

that, in spite of the almost Arctic cold of the early days,
the mean temperature was far in excess of the average
for February. Very soon after the month began the
frost became so severe that there are few occasions during
the past 20 years which can furnish a parallel. The lowest

thermometrical reading of the sheltered instrument in these
islands appears to have been 40 above zero at Balmoral, but
on the grass or snow the exposed thermometer sank to a

few degrees below zero in several parts of the kingdom. At

Norwich there was a reading of 30 below. Later in

the month the thermometer rose to 50&deg; and above with
uncommon frequency for February, and on several occasions
ascended to above 550 in the south and south-west of

England, while the high figure of 600 was recorded at Great
Yarmouth and at Birr in central Ireland. In the metropolis
the mean temperature of the month was about 4&deg; above the

average. At Westminster and Greenwich the mean of the
maximum readings was 490, and at Kew and Hampstead
470, while the mean of the minima was 38&deg; at Kew,

1 See THE LANCET, July 17th, 1909, p. 165.
2 THE LANCET, Sept. 24th, 1910, p. 962.

Greenwich, and Hampstead, and 400 at Westminster.

These figures prove that as usual the central parts
of London were appreciably milder than the outlying
suburbs. Both at Greenwich and Westminster the thermo-

meter rose to 500 or above on 19 afternoons, at Kew

on 15, and at Hampstead on only 12. Comparatively few
days were quite rainless, but the aggregate amount of the
fall was not very much in excess of the average. The largest
total was 1 76 inches at Hampstead and the smallest
1’ 39 inches at Kew. Over the country as a whole the rain-
fall exceeded the average and the sunshine was in default.
In the southern and south-western counties of England this
year has, so far, been very dull. In the metropolis last month
there were 14 hours of bright sunshine in the City, 26 hours
at Westminster, 27 at Hampstead, 35 at Kew, and 38 at
Greenwich. Along the south and south-west coasts the

figure, although much higher, was still below the normal,
and on several days the sun was not seen at all. In the

southern regions of Europe the earlier days of the month were
more or less rainy, especially on the Riviera and in Spair.
At Nice rain fell very frequently during the first nine days
and yielded a total of 5 inches. Subsequently, however,
the Riviera enjoyed the bright and warm sunshine

generally associated with that favoured region. At

Nice the mean afternoon warmth was 550 and that

of the night 41&deg;. This is rather warmer than the
warmest part of this country, but at Biarritz the weather was
more spring-like still, the mean maximum temperature being
61&deg; and the mean minimum 46&deg;. On no less than 17 days
the thermometer in the shade rose to 600 or above, and
occasionally touched 70&deg;, while on the 28th it recorded the
summer figure of 77&deg;. Biarritz and its vicinity was, in fact,
much warmer than and generally as bright as the Riviera and
experienced less rain. At Paris the sunshine amounted to as

many as 71 hours, nearly three times that at Westminster, and
the mean maximum temperature equalled 512&deg;. The nights
were, however, colder than in London, the mean minimum
temperature being 37&deg;. In Central Europe the frost of the
early part of the month was more intense and continued

longer than in these islands. Readings below zero Fahren-
heit were common, while the maximum warmth of the days
was below 20&deg;. In Germany the lowest minimum appears
to have been 90 below zero Fahrenheit at Munich.

HYPERTRICHOSIS AND SPINA BIFIDA OCCULTA.

IN the last number of the De1dsche Zeitschriftfiir Yerven-
heilkunde is an article by Dr. Erich Ebstein, of the Medical
Clinic in Leipzig, on the occurrence of hypertrichosis
in association with spina bifida occulta. The first of the
two cases he describes was that of a young woman, aged
16, suffering from chlorosis. On examination it was found
that over an area of the back corresponding to the third,
fourth, and fifth lumbar vertebras there was a lozenge- or
diamond-shaped patch of long fair hair, which had been
present since birth, and had often been cut. There was no

abnormal pigmentation of the skin. No central nervous system
symptoms were to be found. An X ray photograph, however,
showed that the spinous processes of the first and second
lumbar vertebras were definitely bifid, while that of the third
was displaced a little to one side. The second case con-

cerned another young woman, aged 22, suffering from acute
rheumatism. On examination there was found in the middle-

line of the back, over the second dorsal vertebra, a patch of
rather long dark hair. There was no reason to suppose that

the condition had not existed from birth, though the patient
was unable to give any account of it. No symptoms referable
to the central nervous system were present. In this instance
the radiographic picture was of considerable interest.
The cervical spinal column, the ninth and remaining dorsal


